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 The Cemeteries Act, 1999 

GUIDELINES FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF CEMETERIES IN SASKATCHEWAN 

No cemetery may be established the boundaries altered or relocated without the prior written approval of the 
Registrar of The Cemeteries Act, 1999 being obtained. 

Before proceeding with the establishment or enlargement of a cemetery or the preparation of a plan, 
consideration should be given: 

• to the requirements of the Ministry of Municipal Affairs for subdivision of land;
• to the suitability of the land for burial purposes (the approval of the municipality);
• to the requirements of the Information Services Corporation of Saskatchewan (ISC) as to the

obtaining of title to the property in question (the ISC Office will advise whether or not a survey is
required).

Before granting approval, the Registrar requires: 

• a written request from the cemetery owner;
• a copy of the land title certificate.
• a certified copy of a resolution of the municipality indicating they approve the establishment of, or

changes to the cemetery;
• Two paper copies of a plan with a reasonable scale drawing (at least 500:1) showing the subdivision

of the cemetery into lots and plots;

Note:  If there are to be 12 or less plots, the plan need not necessarily be prepared, surveyed or 
staked by a land surveyor.  If there are to be more than 12 plots, the plan must be prepared by a 
qualified land surveyor or draftsman.  In either case, once approved, the owner must stake out the 
cemetery according to the plan. 

Every cemetery shall be laid out in such a manner as to comply with The Cemeteries Act, 1999 and The 
Cemeteries Regulations, 2001 Chapter C-4.01 Reg 1. 

1. a) The cemetery shall be located on suitable ground at least 100 m from any watercourse or well and at
least 500 m from any waste disposal ground.  (Note:  consideration should be given to the type of soil. 
For example, sandy or rocky soil may create future problems.) 

b) Unless specifically allowed by the Registrar, the cemetery shall not be located less than 55M from the
center of a public highway or less than the distance from the centre of a provincial highway prescribed
in the regulations pursuant The Highways and Transportation Act, 1997.

Exemptions to the distance requirement will only be granted if:

• In the case of a provincial highway, the applicant receives the approval of the Ministry of Highways and
the relevant municipality or municipalities;
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• In the case of a public highway, the applicant receives the approval of the relevant municipality or
municipalities.

A provincial highway can be identified on the Saskatchewan Official Road Map. 

2. a) Cemetery roads shall be:
i) at least 7 m in width;
ii) arranged throughout the cemetery so that every grave lot will be within 75 m of a road;  and
iii) provide access to a public road at two or more locations or a suitable turning area at least 15 m

in diameter

b) Walks should be arranged so as to give access to every part in the new portion of the cemetery.

3. Every plan submitted must be signed by the owner and drawn to a scale of not less than 500 to 1 and must
show:

a) the geographical location of the cemetery;
b) the location and dimensions of every block, plot, drive, walk, road, watercourse and building;
c) sufficient detail to allow each lot to be located and identical (a numbering system).

4. The Registrar may require that any plan submitted for approval be prepared by a licensed Saskatchewan
Land Surveyor.

5. The Registrar may approve any plan, where in his opinion, special and peculiar circumstances exist.

6. When the Registrar approves a plan, no alterations to the cemetery boundaries shall be made to that plan
until approval has been received from the Registrar.

7. Every owner shall make a copy of the cemetery plan available for public inspection during reasonable
office hours.

8. At the time of the sale of a lot or plot, the purchaser shall receive a certificate showing:

b) the name of the purchaser;
c) the location and the area or dimensions of the lot or plot purchased, and the number of grave spaces;
d) the date of the purchase;
e) the amount of the sale price and the terms of payment, if any; and
f) the amount, if any, to be deposited in the care and maintenance fund.

9. A register must be kept for public inspection showing:

a) the name and address of the owner of a lot; and
b) the transfer of ownership of a lot.

10. A separate register must be kept for public inspection showing:

a) the name of the deceased person whose body is interred in the cemetery;
b) the location of the interment;
c) the date of the interment;
d) setting out the reasons for a lesser depth such that the top of the outer burial container interring the

human remains is less than 76 centimeters below the surface of the ground ; and
e) the particulars of every disinterment or removal of any human remains.
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Disinterment Certificates can be obtained from the Saskatchewan Health, Community Health Branch.  Before 
using a Disinterment Certificate, Saskatchewan Health usually requires a death certificate.  Usually a relative 
of the deceased applies for the Disinterment Certificate.  If the cemetery has no record of who is interred in a 
certain plot, the Administrator of the cemetery would be required to apply to the Minister of Health to have a 
body disinterred and in this case the Minister could waive the death certificate. 

11. A care and maintenance fund is required for any new cemetery over 12 plots.  Municipalities are exempt.

12. You should note that owners must provide for public visitation access, care and maintain the cemetery to
community standards, and must get the Registrar of Cemeteries’ approval for the sale or transfer of land
containing a cemetery. For more information contact:

The Registrar of Cemeteries
Financial and Consumer Affairs Authority
500 - 1919 Saskatchewan Drive 
Regina, SK S4P 4H2 
Telephone 306 787-2952
Toll free 1 877 880 5550 (ask for the Registrar of Cemeteries
|fax: 306 787-9779

13. Pre-interment burial processes are governed by The Funeral and Cremation Services Act and
Regulations. These rules are administered by the Funeral and Cremation Services Council of Saskatchewan
please contact them for information at http://www.fcscs.ca/

A complete copy of The Cemeteries Act, 1999 is available free of charge online at http://www.qp.gov.sk.ca 
or for a nominal fee by contacting the Office of the Queen’s Printer at Telephone:  1-800-226-7302 (Sask. 
Residents only) (306) 787-6894   Fax:  (306) 798-0853. 
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