
The Cemeteries Act 

Instructions on Applying for a Commercial Cemetery, Columbarium or 
Mausoleum Licence 

To be licensed as an commercial cemetery, columbarium or mausoleum you will need: 

a) a registered name;
b) a completed application form;
c) two sample copies of the form of contract for sale of plot, marker or space;
d) two paper copies of surveyed plan of the cemetery, (columbarium or mausoleum);
e) certified copy of resolution from municipal council approving establishment or enlargement of

cemetery, columbarium or mausoleum;
f) copy of Land Titles certificate confirming ownership; and
g) Description of the surrounding area to the cemetery and overall site development. [ Reference

Sections 3 to 8 of the Regulations]

1. Name registration:

All corporations and operating (business) names must be registered with the Corporate Registry
of the Information Services Corporation (ISC). Phone 306-787-2962 for information on this
procedure.

2.(a) Complete all pages of the application in full. 

o Application as a Commercial Cemetery, Columbarium or Mausoleum
(4 pages)

Please note, the designated mailing address (section 4 on the application) is used for mailing of 
correspondence from the Consumer Protection Division for routine correspondence, information, 
complaints and renewal notice. 

(b) The Saskatchewan address for service is the Saskatchewan address to be used for official
notification of legal documents/actions.

(c) Notice required of all changes on the application
Where any changes occur that affect or change the information on the application, written notice
to Consumer Protection Division is required.

3. The fee pursuant to clause 9(1) to operate a commercial cemetery is:
• effective January 1, 2018, $600 for each cemetery.

Owners of cemeteries who are not formed for gain are not required to pay a fee. 

Licenses are valid for one year from date of issue unless otherwise suspended or 
cancelled. 
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Make fee payable to the MINISTER OF FINANCE 
A form is enclosed if paying by credit card 



The Cemeteries Act 

Instructions on Applying for an Commercial Cemetery, Columbarium or 
Mausoleum Licence 
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6.

7.

8.

4. Mail the following to this office:
o Commercial operators are required to pay a licence fee of $600.00. There is no fee for salesperson.
o Two sample copies of the form of contract for sale of plot, marker or space.
o Two paper copies of surveyed plan of the cemetery, (columbarium or mausoleum).
o Certified copy of resolution from municipal council approving establishment or enlargement of cemetery,

columbarium or mausoleum.
o Copy of Land Titles certificate confirming ownership.
o Description of the surrounding area to the cemetery and overall site development. [Reference Sections 3

to 8 of the Regulations]

Financial and Consumer Affairs Authority of Saskatchewan
Consumer Protection Division
500 - 1919 Saskatchewan Drive
Regina, Saskatchewan S4P 4H2
Telephone: 306-787-5550 o 1-877-880-5550 (toll-free) o Fax: 306-787-9779 
Email: consumerprotection@gov.sk.ca
Web address: www.fcaa.gov.sk.ca

5. General Remarks

Business Plan

Please provide details of the business plan which describes how the cemetery is going to be funded
and operated for the next 35-50 years along with pro forma cemetery financial statements for 5 years
that show projections and assumptions.

Unless there is a compelling reason to do otherwise, applications from new for-profit cemetery operators will
require a financial bond.  Contact the Registrar’s Office for more information.

Care and Maintenance Fund (section 42 of The Cemeteries Regulations)

Unless otherwise exempted, The Cemeteries Regulations requires an initial care and maintenance fund at
$10,000 per hectare or 10% of the total cost of a mausoleum/columbarium. Evidence of such a fund with the
appropriate deposit in a trust account will be required prior to any interment being permitted.  Future deposits are
funded from certain cemetery sales.  Unless otherwise permitted in writing by the Registrar, only income from the
fund can be used for annual operations.

The application information is to be legible or it will be returned.

Every applicant for a licence should become familiar with the Act and Regulations. Also every
applicant should exercise care in completing the application form. Extra care will avoid delays which
occur when applications must be returned because of incomplete answers, incorrect fees.
A complete copy of The Cemeteries Act, 1999 is available free of charge online at qp.gov.sk.ca or
for a nominal fee for a print copy contacting the Office of the Queen’s Printer at
Telephone: 1-800-226-7302 (Sask. residents only) o 306-787-6894 o Fax: 306-798-0835
Email: qprinter@gov.sk.ca

http://www.publications.gov.sk.ca/freelaw/documents/English/Regulations/Regulations/C4-01r1.pdf
www.fcaa.gov.sk.ca


Consumer Protection Division 

The Cemeteries Act, 1999 

Suite 500, 1919 Saskatchewan Drive 
Regina, SK   S4P 4H2 
Phone:  (306) 787-5550 
1-877-880-5550 (toll free)
Fax:  (306)  787-9779
consumerprotection@gov.sk.ca

GUIDELINES FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF CEMETERIES IN SASKATCHEWAN 

No cemetery may be established the boundaries altered or relocated without the prior written approval of the 
Registrar of The Cemeteries Act, 1999 being obtained. 

Before proceeding with the establishment or enlargement of a cemetery or the preparation of a plan, 
consideration should be given: 

o to the requirements of the Ministry of Municipal Affairs for subdivision of land;
o to the suitability of the land for burial purposes (the approval of the municipality);
o to the requirements of the Information Services Corporation of Saskatchewan (ISC) as to the

obtaining of title to the property in question (the ISC Office will advise whether or not a survey is
required).

Before granting approval, the Registrar requires: 

o a written request from the cemetery owner;
o a copy of the land title certificate.
o a certified copy of a resolution of the municipality indicating they approve the establishment of, or

changes to the cemetery;
o Two paper copies of a plan with a reasonable scale drawing (at least 500:1) showing the subdivision of

the cemetery into lots and plots

Note: if there are to be 12 or less plots, the plan need not necessarily be prepared, surveyed or staked by a 
land surveyor. If there are to be more than 12 plots, the plan must be prepared by a qualified land surveyor 
or draftsman. In either case, once approved, the owner must stake out the cemetery according to the plan. 

Every cemetery shall be laid out in such a manner as to comply with The Cemeteries Act, 1999 and The 
Cemeteries Regulations, 2001 Chapter C-4.01 Reg 1. 

1. a) The cemetery shall be located on suitable ground at least 100 m from any watercourse or well and at
least 500 m from any waste disposal ground. (Note: consideration should be given to the type of soil. 
For example, sandy or rocky soil may create future problems.) 

b) Unless specifically allowed by the Registrar, the cemetery shall not be located less than 55M from the
center of a public highway or less than the distance from the centre of a provincial highway prescribed
in the regulations pursuant The Highways and Transportation Act, 1997. 

Exemptions to the distance requirement will only be granted if: 

o In the case of a provincial highway, the applicant receives the approval of the Ministry of Highways and
the relevant municipality or municipalities;
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o In the case of a public highway, the applicant receives the approval of the relevant municipality or
municipalities.

A provincial highway can be identified on the Saskatchewan Official Road Map. 

2. a)  Cemetery roads shall be:
i) at least 7 m in width;
ii) arranged throughout the cemetery so that every grave lot will be within 75 m of a road; and
iii) provide access to a public road at two or more locations or a suitable turning area at least 15 m

in diameter

b) Walks should be arranged so as to give access to every part in the new portion of the cemetery.

3. Every plan submitted must be signed by the owner and drawn to a scale of not less than 500 to 1 and must
show:

a) the geographical location of the cemetery;
b) the location and dimensions of every block, plot, drive, walk, road, watercourse and building;
c) sufficient detail to allow each lot to be located and identical (a numbering system).

4. The Registrar may require that any plan submitted for approval be prepared by a licensed Saskatchewan
Land Surveyor.

5. The Registrar may approve any plan, where in his opinion, special and peculiar circumstances exist.

6. When the Registrar approves a plan, no alterations to the cemetery boundaries shall be made to that plan
until approval has been received from the Registrar.

7. Every owner shall make a copy of the cemetery plan available for public inspection during reasonable
office hours.

8. At the time of the sale of a lot or plot, the purchaser shall receive a certificate showing:

b) the name of the purchaser;
c) the location and the area or dimensions of the lot or plot purchased, and the number of grave spaces;
d) the date of the purchase;
e) the amount of the sale price and the terms of payment, if any; and
f) the amount, if any, to be deposited in the care and maintenance fund.

9. A register must be kept for public inspection showing:

a) the name and address of the owner of a lot; and
b) the transfer of ownership of a lot.

10. A separate register must be kept for public inspection showing:

a) the name of the deceased person whose body is interred in the cemetery;
b) the location of the interment;
c) the date of the interment;
d) setting out the reasons for a lesser depth such that the top of the outer burial container interring the

human remains is less than 76 centimeters below the surface of the ground ; and
e) the particulars of every disinterment or removal of any human remains.
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Disinterment Certificates can be obtained from the Saskatchewan Health, Community Health Branch. Before 
using a Disinterment Certificate, Saskatchewan Health usually requires a death certificate. Usually a relative 
of the deceased applies for the Disinterment Certificate. If the cemetery has no record of who is interred in a 
certain plot, the Administrator of the cemetery would be required to apply to the Minister of Health to have a 
body disinterred and in this case the Minister could waive the death certificate. 

 
11. A care and maintenance fund is required for any new cemetery over 12 plots. Municipalities are exempt. 

 

12. You should note that owners must provide for public visitation access, care and maintain the cemetery to 
community standards, and must get the Registrar of Cemeteries' approval for the sale or transfer of land 
containing a cemetery.  For more information contact: 

 
The Registrar of Cemeteries 
Financial and Consumer Affairs Authority 
500 - 1919 Saskatchewan Drive 
Regina, SK S4P 4H2 
Telephone 306 787-2952 
Toll free 1 877 880 5550 (ask for the Registrar of Cemeteries) 
fax: 306 787-9779 

 
13. Pre-interment burial processes are governed by The Funeral and Cremation Services Act and 
Regulations. These rules are administered by the Funeral and Cremation Services Council of Saskatchewan 
please contact them for information at http://www.fcscs.ca/ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A complete copy of The Cemeteries Act, 1999 is available free of charge online at http://www.qp.gov.sk.ca or 
for a nominal fee by contacting the Office of the Queen’s Printer at Telephone:  1-800-226-7302 (Sask. 
Residents only) (306) 787-6894   Fax:  (306) 798-0853. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cem11regpolicy-july11, 2011 

http://www.fcscs.ca/
http://www.qp.gov.sk.ca/


Consumer Protection Division 500 - 1919 Saskatchewan Drive 
Regina, SK  Canada  S4P 4H2 

Reset 306-787-5550  Fax 306-787-9779
Toll Free 1-877-880-5550 

Application for Commercial Cemetery Licence Licence fee $600 (1-year term) 

(Columbarium or Mausoleum) Make cheque payable to the Minister of Finance 
or complete credit card information on the enclosed 
payment authorization form. 
$10 service charge for any cheque returned from your 
financial institution. 

1. Business Name – must be an active registration with the Corporate Registry of Information Services Corporation

Please print

2. Legal Name (select A, B or C which ever applies) - Please print

A. Corporation Name – must be an active registration with the Corporate Registry of Information Services Corporation

B. Sole Proprietorship – must be legal name

C. Partnership – names of all partners – must be legal name Check (√) if additional pages are used. 

i 

ii 

iii 

iv 

v 

Reset 
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Application for Commercial Cemetery Operator’s Licence 

3. Location of the business
(include the full civic address, postal code OR legal land description, including R.M. name and number,)

4. Designated mailing address for correspondence from this office  OR Same as #3 – Yes
(include the full address, postal code, a box number is acceptable)

5. Saskatchewan address for the servicing of legal documents (location of the business or the mailing address may be used).
If using an address other than your business address, include the name of the person/law firm as well as their location or
mailing address. (include the full address, postal code, or legal land description, including R.M. name and number).

Address for servicing of legal documents 

Phone: Fax: Email: 

6. Provide location(s) of cemetery, columbarium or mausoleum, include land location and R.M. Number

Check (√) if additional pages are used. 

Reset 
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Location: 

Phone: Email: 

Fax: Website: 

Mailing Address: 

Location cemetery, columbarium or mausoleum 



  Reset  
 

Application for Commercial Cemetery Operator’s Licence 
 

7. Annual fiscal year-end: 
 
 
 

8. During the past ten years, has the sole proprietor, any partner, or director/officer of the corporation had a business 
licence refused, suspended or cancelled under the laws of any province, territory, state or country? 

No Yes (If “yes”, attach details). 
 
 

9. Has the sole proprietor, any partner, or any director/officer of the corporation been convicted of a criminal offence 
within the previous 10 years? No Yes 

 
 
 

Statements respecting criminal records are subject to verification. 
 
 

10. AUTHORIZATION FOR CRIMINAL RECORD CHECK - include Maiden Names separately if applicable 
 

To be completed by all partners, directors or officers: 
 

I authorize the Registrar or his designate to obtain a criminal record check during the time of application, or period of 
licence granted pursuant to this application and any renewals: 

 
 

Check (√) if additional pages are used. 
 

Legal Name Place of Birth Date of Birth 
(yyyy/mm/dd) Signature 

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

 
 
 

  Reset  
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Application for Commercial Cemetery Operator’s Licence 
 
 
 

DECLARATION 

I solemnly declare that the information provided by me in this application is true, and I make this solemn declaration 
conscientiously believing it to be true and knowing that providing false information may result in sanctions and licence 
cancellation. 

 
I hereby authorize the Consumer Protection Division to collect additional information from other government regulators 
and law enforcement agencies, as well as former and current employers (if applicable), to complete and verify information 
provided in this form. 

 
I will provide the Consumer Protection Division with written notice, when any changes occur that affect or change the 
information on the application. 

 
I also hereby consent to the Consumer Protection Division sharing information collected under this application and The 
Cemeteries Act with regulating authorities in other jurisdictions. 

 
 

Signed: 
 

Print name of Applicant

 }  

 
 
 

Dated 

Signature of Applicant 
(must be signed by a person authorized 

, to sign on behalf of the business ) 
 
 
 

If the application is not completed properly, or if any of the information requested is not included, processing 
delays may result. 
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Consumer Protection Division 500 - 1919 Saskatchewan Drive 
Regina, SK Canada S4P 4H2306-787-5550 
Fax 306-787-9779Toll Free 1-877-880-5550 

Reset 

Payment Authorization 

I, authorize the 

Consumer Protection Division to charge $ to my credit 
card. 

Visa Mastercard 

Name appearing on card 

MM YY 

Card No. Expiry Date 

Signature of Card Holder Date 

Please include with your supporting 
documents. 

Reset 
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